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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-9 are allowed. 

2. An examiners amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
attorney Brian Drozd on 12/14/10. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for pushing credit payments as buyer-initiated 
transactions, comprising: 

allowing a buyer to initiate a credit payment as a buyer-initiated transaction 
comprising: 

allowing the buyer to determine payment instructions for an accounts payable, 
the accounts payable representing a purchase made by the buyer from a merchant; 

allowing the buyer to select an acquirer that participates in the transaction, such 
that the buyer is allowed to send the payment instructions directly to the acquirer; 

receiving commun i cat i ng electronically, from a computer of the buyer, the 
payment instructions of the buyer initiated transaction to the acquirer as a transaction; 
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generating the transaction based upon the payment instructions, the 
transaction representing the buyer-initiated payment; and settling the transaction from 
the acquirer to the merchant. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , further comprising utilizing merchant 
profiles to determine whether the payment instructions should include a credit payment 
or a debit payment, wherein the generating of the transaction takes place where the 
payment instructions include a credit payment and wherein a separate step is used of 
electronically transferring funds from the buyer to the acquirer where the payment 
instructions include a debit payment. 

3. (Previously Presented) A system for pushing credit payments as buyer initiated 
transactions, comprising: 

a purchasing management system associated with a buyer to initiate a credit 
payment as a buyer-initiated transaction, the buyer having an accounts payable with a 
merchant and the buyer having an account at an issuing bank; 

an acquirer computer system configured to receive electronically payment 
instructions directly from the purchasing management system as transaction, the buyer 
being able to select an acquirer that participates in the transaction, such that the buyer 
is allowed to send the payment instructions directly to the acquirer; 

wherein the acquirer computer system is further configured to generate the 
transaction based upon the payment instructions, the transaction representing the buyer 
initiated payment; and 

wherein the acquirer computer system is further configured to settle the 
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transaction by the acquirer computer system making payment to the merchant and 
working with a card processor and the issuing bank to receive funds from the account of 
the buyer at the issuing bank. 

4. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 3, wherein the purchasing management 
system is configured to utilize merchant profiles to determine whether the payment 
instructions should include a credit payment or a debit payment, such that the 
transaction is generated where the payment instructions include a credit payment and 
such that funds are electronically transferred from the buyer to the acquirer where the 
payment instructions include a debit payment. 

5. (Previously Presented) Apparatus for pushing credit payments as buyer initiated 
transactions, comprising: 

means for allowing a buyer to initiate a credit payment as a buyer-initiated 
transaction comprising: 

means for allowing the buyer to determine payment instructions for an accounts 
payable, the accounts payable representing a purchase made by a the buyer from a 
merchant; 

means for allowing the buyer to select an acquirer that participates in the 
transaction, such that the buyer is allowed to send the payment instructions directly to 
the acquirer; 

means for communicating electronically, from the buyer, the payment instructions 
of the buyer-initiated transaction to an the acquirer as a transaction; 
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means for generating the transaction based upon the payment instructions, the 
transaction representing the buyer initiated payment; and 

settling the transaction from the acquirer to the merchant. 

6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 5, further comprising means for 
utilizing merchant profiles to determine whether the payment instructions should include 
a credit payment or a debit payment, wherein the generating step is used where the 
payment instructions include a credit payment and wherein a separate step is used of 
electronically transferring funds from the buyer to the acquirer where the payment 
instructions include a debit payment. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the acquirer comprises an 
entity that buys credit card receipts from merchants. 

8. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 3, wherein the acquirer computer system 
being associated with an entity that buys credit card receipts from merchants. 

9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the acquirer comprises an 
entity that buys credit card receipts from merchants. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The prior art of record neither anticipates or renders obvious the claimed subject matter 
of the instant application as a whole either taken alone or in combination, in particular, 
prior art of record does not disclose, "allowing the buyer to select an acquirer that 
participates in the transaction, such that the buyer is allowed to send the payment 
instructions directly to the acquirer; receiving electronically, from a computer of the 
buyer, the payment instructions of the buyer-initiated transaction to the acquirer as a 
transaction" 

Independent claim 1 discloses: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for pushing credit payments as buyer-initiated 
transactions, comprising: 

allowing a buyer to initiate a credit payment as a buyer-initiated transaction 
comprising: 

allowing the buyer to determine payment instructions for an accounts payable, 
the accounts payable representing a purchase made by the buyer from a merchant; 

allowing the buyer to select an acquirer that participates in the transaction, such 
that the buyer is allowed to send the payment instructions directly to the acquirer; 

receiving commun i cat i ng electronically, from a computer of the buyer, the 
payment instructions of the buyer initiated transaction to the acquirer as a transaction; 
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generating the transaction based upon the payment instructions, the 
transaction representing the buyer-initiated payment; and settling the transaction from 
the acquirer to the merchant. 
Independent claim 3 discloses: 

3. (Previously Presented) A system for pushing credit payments as buyer initiated 
transactions, comprising: 

a purchasing management system associated with a buyer to initiate a credit 
payment as a buyer-initiated transaction, the buyer having an accounts payable with a 
merchant and the buyer having an account at an issuing bank; 

an acquirer computer system configured to receive electronically payment 
instructions directly from the purchasing management system as transaction, the buyer 
being able to select an acquirer that participates in the transaction, such that the buyer 
is allowed to send the payment instructions directly to the acquirer; 

wherein the acquirer computer system is further configured to generate the 
transaction based upon the payment instructions, the transaction representing the buyer 
initiated payment; and 

wherein the acquirer computer system is further configured to settle the 
transaction by the acquirer computer system making payment to the merchant and 
working with a card processor and the issuing bank to receive funds from the account of 
the buyer at the issuing bank. 
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Independent claim 5 discloses: 

5. (Previously Presented) Apparatus for pushing credit payments as buyer initiated 
transactions, comprising: 

means for allowing a buyer to initiate a credit payment as a buyer-initiated 
transaction comprising: 

means for allowing the buyer to determine payment instructions for an accounts 
payable, the accounts payable representing a purchase made by a the buyer from a 
merchant; 

means for allowing the buyer to select an acquirer that participates in the 
transaction, such that the buyer is allowed to send the payment instructions directly to 
the acquirer; 

means for communicating electronically, from the buyer, the payment instructions 
of the buyer-initiated transaction to an the acquirer as a transaction; 

means for generating the transaction based upon the payment instructions, the 
transaction representing the buyer initiated payment; and 

settling the transaction from the acquirer to the merchant. 

The closest prior art of record, "Credit Card Alternatives Proposed for Online 
Payments": Bank Technology News, v 14, n5, p33, May 1, 2000, discloses, "a method 
for pushing credit payments as a buyer-initiated transactions, comprising: allowing a 
buyer to initiate a credit payment as a buyer-initiated transaction comprising: allowing 
the buyer to determine payment instructions for an accounts payable, the accounts 
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payable representing a purchase made by the buyer from a merchant; generating the 
transaction based upon the payment instructions, the transaction representing the 
buyer-initiated payment; and settling the transaction from the acquirer to the merchant" 
(page 3). 

Claims 1-9 are allowed because "Credit Card Alternatives Proposed for Online 
Payments": Bank Technology News, v 14, n5, p33, May 1 , 2000, does not disclose, 
"allowing the buyer to select an acquirer that participates in the transaction, such that 
the buyer is allowed to send the payment instructions directly to the acquirer; receiving 
electronically, from a computer of the buyer, the payment instructions of the buyer- 
initiated transaction to the acquirer as a transaction" 
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CONCLUSION 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later that the 
payment of the issue fee, and to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled, "Comments on Statement 
for Reasons for Allowance". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MOHAMMAD Z. SHAIKH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3444. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (9:30-6:00); 
alt Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jim Tramell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

12/18/2010 Mohammad Z Shaikh 

/M. Z. S./ Examiner 
Examiner, Art Unit 3694 Art Unit 3694 

/Ella Colbert/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3694 



